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The Pharos Arts Foundation is a Cyprus-based, non-profit cultural and educational organisation dedicated to the
promotion of a wide range of activities in the fields of the humanities and the arts. The Foundation presents cultural
and educational programmes that are characterised by a strong commitment to artistic excellence and the creative
process. Inaugurated in 1998, Pharos was the first active exponent of classical / chamber music in Cyprus, and it
has been a remarkable pioneer in shaping the country’s cultural infrastructure: It was the Foundation that initiated
in Cyprus the first ever chamber music festival, the first ever contemporary music festival, the first music-education
programme, as well as the first truly contemporary art-space.

MUSIC: Through its internationally acclaimed Concert and Recital Series, which takes place throughout the year, the
Pharos Arts Foundation has so far organised hundreds of concerts by some of the world’s most celebrated soloists,
chamber music ensembles and chamber orchestras. Since 2001, the Pharos Arts Foundation has been organising the
annual International Pharos Chamber Music Festival, which has established itself as the most important annual
music event in Cyprus and has gained an international reputation for its quality concerts and magnificent settings. In
2009, the Foundation introduced the annual International Pharos Contemporary Music Festival, the mission of which
is to propagate the music of 20th and 21st centuries and to present contemporary works and newly-commissioned
compositions. The Festival has so far presented over 100 world premieres and dozens of Cyprus premieres by the
world’s most renowned contemporary music ensembles and soloists. 

EDUCATION: The Pharos Arts Foundation’s Education Programme presents workshops, master-classes, lectures and
educational concerts for the benefit of students of state and private schools from different ethnic, religious and cultural
backgrounds, promoting music as a non-verbal expression vehicle which transcends the boundaries of language. Over
85.000 students from all over Cyprus have been benefited from the Programme in the last thirteen years, at absolutely
no cost to them or to the state. Through the Foundation’s Residency Programme, artists, writers, musicians, scholars
and composers are invited to visit Cyprus and create new work. The Lecture Series serves as a forum for the exchange
of ideas by influential thinkers on issues of global importance.

VISUAL ARTS: The Pharos Arts Foundation’s Visual Arts Programme features contemporary art exhibitions by
distinguished international artists working in all ranges of media; the Pharos Centre for Contemporary Art hosts major
contemporary art exhibitions, acting as a space where artists can create and present their work. Exhibition catalogues
on the hosted artists, as well as other monographs and books on contemporary art and photography are published by
Pharos Publishers.

The Pharos Arts Foundation is directly dependent on sponsorship and other contributions for the implementation of its
activities. Cyprus Registered Charitable Trust S.C. 91. Contributions are fully tax deductible under Cyprus law, and can be
deducted in their entirety from the supporter's annual income tax. 

CONTACT US:
304 Ermou Str., 1017, Nicosia, Cyprus
Tel +357 22663871    Email info@pharosartsfoundation.org   Web www.pharosartsfoundation.org
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As another year draws to a close, it offers an opportunity not so much to catalogue achievements,
but to reflect on the continuity of purpose that has guided the Pharos Arts Foundation since its
inception. Year after year, the Foundation’s work is shaped by a simple but demanding conviction:
that artistic excellence, when pursued with seriousness and integrity, has lasting value for individuals
and for society alike.

Throughout the year, Pharos has continued to present artists and ensembles of the highest calibre,
reaffirming its long-standing commitment to classical music and the wider arts. These encounters
between artists and audiences, whether in intimate or monumental settings, are never conceived as
spectacles, but as shared experiences that require attention, openness, and time. It is precisely this
quality of encounter that gives our work its meaning and relevance.

Equally central to our mission remains education. Offering young people the chance to come into
direct contact with artists – to observe discipline, dedication, and creative responsibility at close
range – is one of the most important aspects of our activity. Such encounters do not merely inspire.
They provide a living example of what sustained effort and artistic integrity can achieve, leaving
impressions that often endure far beyond the moment itself.

The Pharos Arts Foundation continues to operate with a deep sense of responsibility towards the
cultural life of Cyprus, mindful of the trust placed in us by our audience, our collaborators, and those
who support our work. It is this collective commitment that allows the Foundation to move forward
with confidence, remaining faithful to its principles while continuing to evolve.

I wish to express my sincere appreciation to all those who contribute to this shared endeavour: the
artists who place their trust in us, the Artistic Director of the Foundation, Yvonne Georgiadou, our
dedicated team and volunteers, our audience, and our sponsors, whose support makes our work
possible. Together, we ensure that the arts remain a vital, living presence – not as an abstraction, but
as a meaningful part of our common cultural life.

Garo Keheyan 
Founder & President 
Pharos Arts Foundation 

FOREWORD
by the President of the Pharos Arts Foundation



Having been at the forefront of the
international classical music scene for
decades, with bold, expressive, and
technically impeccable performances, the
Quatuor Danel has appeared on all major
concert stages worldwide, from the
Philharmonie de Paris to Leipzig’s
Gewandhaus, from the Elbphilharmonie
Hamburg to London’s Wigmore Hall,
where the Quartet is artist-in-residence.
Over the past 30 years, Quatuor Danel’s
fresh vision of the traditional quartet
repertoire has earned them wide acclaim
from audiences and critics alike. They are
also renowned for their ground-breaking,
multi-award-winning discography,
particularly for their deeply personal
interpretations of the string quartet cycles
of Haydn, Beethoven, Schubert,
Shostakovich, and Weinberg.

The Pharos Arts Foundation opened its
2025 season with this celebrated French
string quartet, which made its Cyprus
debut to a full house. Performing
Debussy’s devilishly demanding String
Quartet, Shostakovich’s profound No.14,
and Beethoven’s monumental No.15, the
ensemble delivered a performance of
remarkable intensity, depth, and technical
brilliance, reaffirming Quatuor Danel’s
reputation as one of the finest ensembles
in the world today.

The concert was organised in
collaboration with the Institut français de
Chypre.

CONC ER T
Q U A T U O R  D A N E L

Wednesday 22 January 
The Shoe Factory, Nicosia
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Having established himself as one of the
most compelling pianists of his
generation, Giovanni Bertolazzi has
earned worldwide acclaim for his
exceptional artistry and technical skill. A
laureate of over 40 prestigious
international piano competitions,
including the Franz Liszt International
Piano Competition in Budapest, where he
secured the Second Prize and five
special prizes in 2021, Bertolazzi is
widely celebrated for his commanding
performances and profound
interpretations. His playing has been
described as creating “a pianistic drama
of overwhelming power and poetry.” He
has been a guest of prestigious series
and festivals such as the Verbier Festival,
in where he was awarded the Tabor
Foundation Award, Lorin Maazel’s
Castleton Festival in Virginia (USA), and
the LacMus Festival in Milan, which
awarded him the Donna Guglielmina
Durini Litta International Piano Award.

Pharos presented this remarkable pianist
in his Cyprus debut recital in a
programme of great depth and technical
complexity, consisting of works by
Bach/Busoni, Beethoven, Verdi, and
Liszt. Bertolazzi astounded the audience
with his virtuosity, and his remarkable
performance earned him three encores.

The concert was organised in
collaboration with the Keyboard
Charitable Trust.

R EC I T A L
G I O V A N N I  B E R T O L A Z Z I  p i a n o

Wednesday 19 February 
The Shoe Factory, Nicosia
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The Amatis Trio, one of the leading piano
trios of its generation, is celebrated for its
electrifying synergy, insight, and distinct
communication on stage. With
performances at major venues such as
the Elbphilharmonie Hamburg, the
Concertgebouw Amsterdam, and the
Konzerthaus Vienna, and appearances in
the world’s leading festivals including the
BBC Proms and the Verbier Festival, the
Amatis Trio has enthralled audiences
across over 40 countries and five
continents, and has been praised for its
“stunning, stormy, and masterful”
performances. Recognised early on as
BBC New Generation Artists and ECHO
Rising Stars, the Amatis Trio has been
awarded prestigious music prizes,
including the Kersjesprijs of the
Netherlands and the Borletti-Buitoni Trust
Fellowship award.

For their Cyprus debut, the Amatis Trio
performed a magnificent programme
featuring Schubert’s first piano trio, a
work of profound intensity and symphonic
grandeur; Mendelssohn’s second piano
trio, a highly virtuosic masterpiece rarely
performed today; and the evocative work
Moorlands by Swedish composer Andrea
Tarrodi, which was written especially for
the Amatis Trio.

The concert was supported by the
Embassy of Austria in Cyprus.

CONC ER T
A M A T I S  T R I O

Friday 28 February 
The Shoe Factory, Nicosia
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Described as demonstrating “an
extraordinary expressive intelligence,”
pianist Sergey Belyavsky is renowned for
his vast and diverse repertoire, and he
has been called “one of the best pianists
in the world today.” Sergey has won
prizes in more than thirty international
piano competitions – more recently, the
Second Prize and the Audience Prize at
the 76th Concours de Genève, and the
First Prize at the Malaga International
Piano Competition in Spain. He has
performed in such important venues as
Carnegie Hall, the Gewandhaus in
Leipzig, the Salle Gaveau in Paris, and
the Great Hall of the Moscow
Conservatory, and has appeared as a
soloist with such internationally acclaimed
orchestras as the Czech National
Symphony Orchestra, the Orchestre de la
Suisse Romande, and the Tchaikovsky
Symphony Orchestra.

A rare virtuoso, Sergey Belyavsky is a
flawless technician who masterfully
commands the full spectrum of tones,
dynamics and nuances. For his Cyprus
debut, he performed an exceptionally
insightful recital programme, with works
by various composers – spanning from
C.P.E. Bach through Schumann and Liszt
to Rachmaninov and Scriabin – all of
which were based on the same theme: La
Folia, a subject that has preoccupied
composers for over three and a half
centuries.

The concert was organised in
collaboration with the Malaga
International Piano Competition.

R EC I T A L
S E R G E Y  B E L Y A V S K Y  p i a n o

Friday 7 March
The Shoe Factory, Nicosia
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One of the most remarkable Baroque
ensembles of our time, the London
Handel Players are renowned for their
expressive depth and consummate
musicianship. Ever since making their
debut in 2000 at St George’s Hanover
Square, as part of the London Handel
Festival, they have thrilled audiences
across the world with their unsurpassed
performances and recordings. Praised for
their “consummate skill and
musicianship”, the London Handel
Players appear regularly at leading
venues and major festivals such as
Wigmore Hall, Carnegie Hall, and the
Göttingen and Halle Handel Festivals,
performing Baroque chamber music and
concertos and collaborating with the
world’s leading singers.

The Pharos Arts Foundation presented
this sensational period ensemble in
Cyprus for the first time, in a programme
exploring how seminal Baroque
composers drew inspiration from exotic
cultures and distant lands. The London
Handel Players presented an ingenious
programme in which composers such as
Lully, Rameau, Telemann, Vivaldi, Corelli,
Scarlatti, and Purcell drew on elements
from distant cultures – the Ottoman
pageantry, Persian sophistication, and
Amerindian rhythms in French ballet and
opera, the Polish bagpipes and polonaise
dances, the Spanish folly and Indian
vibrancy in Italian concertos, and the
rustic energy of the British Isles.

CONC ER T
T H E  L O N D O N  H A N D E L  P L A Y E R S

Friday 21 March 
The Shoe Factory, Nicosia
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Violinist David Haroutunian has appeared
as a soloist in major venues worldwide,
including the Leipzig Gewandhaus,
Carnegie Hall, and Théâtre des Champs-
Élysées, with renowned orchestras such
as the National Philharmonic Orchestra of
Russia and the Strasbourg Philharmonic.

Pianist Théo Fouchenneret was the First
Prize winner of the 2018 Geneva
International Piano Competition, and has
appeared in the most prestigious concert
venues, including the Philharmonie de
Paris, Salle Cortot, Salle Gaveau, and
Sala Verdi in Milan.

The multi-winning all-female Quatuor
Magenta is ensemble-in-residence at
ProQuartet – Centre Européen de
Musique de Chambre, and it has been
praised by Diapason for its “remarkable
balance, flexibility and spontaneity”.

Marking their Cyprus debut, the six artists
joined forces with refined musicianship
and remarkable unity for a deeply
personal exploration of seminal Romantic
works – Chausson’s Concerto for Violin,
Piano and String Quartet, Schumann’s
lyrical Op.41 String Quartet in A minor,
and Franck’s well-known Sonata for
Violin and Piano.

The concert was organised in
collaboration with the Institut français de
Chypre, and it benefited from the
generous support of Société Générale
Bank Cyprus.

CONC ER T
Q U A T U O R  M A G E N T A
D A V I D  H A R O U T U N I A N  v i o l i n
T H É O  F O U C H E N N E R E T  p i a n o

Wednesday 2 April 
The Shoe Factory, Nicosia
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Recognised for her extraordinary talent
and musical maturity, the 17-year-old
Cypriot pianist Anna Avramidou has
already made a remarkable impression
on the international stage. Winner of the
6th International Franz Liszt Piano
Competition for Young Pianists in Weimar
– where she claimed First Prize in her
category, as well as the Grand Prix and
multiple special awards – Anna has
performed as a soloist with the
Thessaloniki State Orchestra, the Cyprus
Symphony Orchestra, and the Vienna
Orpheus Chamber Orchestra. Currently a
student at the prestigious Purcell School
for Young Musicians, she has given
numerous recitals across Europe,
including the Leeds International Concert
Season, the Brunnenhof Residenz in
Munich, and the Barletta Piano Festival in
Italy.

Anna made her recital debut as part of  
the Pharos’ Cyprus Artists Series, in front
of a full house of enthusiastic listeners.
She delivered a demanding and wide-
ranging programme with remarkable
precision, expressive depth, and stylistic
sensitivity. From her immaculate control
of Bach’s Prelude and Fugue, to the
command she brought to Beethoven’s
Appassionata, her utmost virtuosity in
Debussy’s Feux d’Artifice, and her
technical and expressive maturity in
Chopin’s Second Sonata, she showed an
exceptional ability to move across styles
with clarity and confidence. 

The concert was supported by Alpha
Bank Cyprus.

R EC I T A L
A N N A  A V R A M I D O U  p i a n o

Thursday 10 April 
The Shoe Factory, Nicosia
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Renowned for his expressive
musicianship and distinctive virtuosity,
Antoine Morinière is a guitarist in high
demand, performing worldwide as a
soloist and chamber musician. Having
appeared in prestigious venues such as
the Philharmonie de Paris, Philharmonie
de Bruges, Wigmore Hall in London, and
Casa da Música in Portugal, he has also
been featured in major festivals including
Bachfest Leipzig, the Paris International
Guitar Festival, and the London Guitar
Festival.

Morinière is the winner of the First Prize
at the International Sevilla Guitar
Competition, as well as numerous other
competitions, including the Wien Guitar
Competition and the Santa Cecilia
International Competition, and he has
established himself as a leading figure in
the classical guitar world. He returned to
The Shoe Factory to open the 19th Guitar
Festival EGTA, organised in collaboration
with the Pharos Arts Foundation, with a
memorable recital brimming with Spanish
evocativeness and poetic lyricism in
works by Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco,
Isaac Albéniz, Joaquín Turina, and Carlo
Domeniconi.

R EC I T A L
A N T O I N E  M O R I N I È R E  g u i t a r

Friday 25 April 
The Shoe Factory, Nicosia
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Partners in life and in art, guitarists
Isabella Selder and Santiago Molina
Gimbernat met while studying at the
Mozarteum University in Salzburg. United
by their passion for chamber music and
their commitment to exploring projects
beyond the conventional repertoire, they
founded the Molina Guitar Duo in 2017.
Their diverse programmes are
distinguished by original arrangements
and an interdisciplinary fusion of literature
and music. Today, the Molina Guitar Duo
is recognised as one of the most
promising ensembles on the guitar scene,
and they have been praised by the music
critics for their “passionate, narrative
music-making and amazing effectiveness
in ensemble playing.”

The Molina Guitar Duo made its Cyprus
debut as part of the 19th Guitar Festival
EGTA, organised in collaboration with
Pharos, in a programme showcasing the
expressive and virtuosic possibilities of
the guitar duo, featuring a diverse
selection of works that highlight the
guitar’s versatility, blending tradition with
innovation in a compelling musical
dialogue.

R EC I T A L
M O L I N A  G U I T A R  D U O

Saturday 26 April 
The Shoe Factory, Nicosia
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Formed in 2016 at the Santa Cecilia
Conservatory in Rome, Quartetto Eos
quickly distinguished itself by the
freshness and depth of its interpretations,
earning the prestigious Farulli Prize from
the Italian Music Critics as part of the
Franco Abbiati Prize in 2018. Since then,
it has won top prizes at renowned
competitions, including the Orpheus
Chamber Music Competition in
Winterthur, the International Chamber
Music Competition Anton Rubinstein in
Düsseldorf, and the International String
Quartet Competition Paolo Borciani in
Reggio Emilia. The Quartet has already
performed in some of Europe’s most
prestigious venues, including the
Philharmonie de Paris, Teatro La Fenice
in Venice, and Flagey in Brussels, while
its ever-growing discography has affirmed
its position among the finest chamber
ensembles of its generation.

Quartetto Eos made its Cyprus debut in a
spectacular programme which elicited an
intense and palpable response from the
audience: Haydn’s Op.20, No.5;
Mendelssohn’s forcefully impassioned
Op.80, No.6; and one of the pillars of the
chamber music repertoire, Schubert’s
Death and the Maiden quartet.

The concert was organised in
collaboration with the Embassy of Italy.

CONC ER T
Q U A R T E T T O  E O S

Friday 2 May
The Shoe Factory, Nicosia
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24 May – 1 June 
Royal Manor House, Kouklia
The Olive Grove, Delikipos

The International Pharos Chamber Music
Festival has firmly established itself as a
beacon of artistic excellence and cultural
significance, in Europe and beyond.
Recognised internationally as one of the
most important annual classical music
events, the Festival continues to enrich the
cultural landscape of Cyprus with its
uncompromising dedication to quality and
innovation. Over its remarkable history,
spanning more than two decades, the
Pharos Festival has hosted some of the
most legendary soloists and music
ensembles in the world, bringing chamber
music to the forefront of cultural life in
Cyprus, while elevating the island’s
standing on the global artistic stage. 

Year after year, the Festival presents a
richly diverse programme of chamber
music, offering audiences a profound and
ever-evolving musical journey. At the same
time, it remains deeply rooted in its mission
to serve the community, opening the world
of chamber music to a broader audience
and offering transformative educational
opportunities to students across the island. 

Held annually in the Royal Manor House of
Kouklia – a UNESCO World Heritage site –
the Festival adapts this historic venue into
a space where tradition and artistic
expression converge. The intimacy of
chamber music, performed by the best
musicians in the world, blending
seamlessly with the enchanted
atmosphere of the surroundings, make the
International Pharos Chamber Music
Festival a cornerstone of the international
classical music calendar and a source of
inspiration for all who attend.
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Piano:  NIKITA MNDOYANTS,  ENRICO PACE,  ASHLEY WASS
Violin:  DAISHIN KASHIMOTO,  KRISTINE BALANAS,  BORIS
BROVTSYN,  SVETLIN ROUSSEV,  FABIANA D'AURIA 
Viola:  TIMOTHY RIDOUT,  DIEMUT POPPEN,  DAVID
ABRAHAMYAN, SAMUEL BARSEGYAN Cello:  DANJULO
ISHIZAKA,  JULIAN STECKEL,  ALEXANDER CHAUSHIAN 
Double-bass:  NIEK DE GROOT Clarinet:  PAUL MEYER 
Horn:  RADOVAN VLATKOVIC Marimba:  RIA IDETA 
CYPRUS YOUTH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Conductor:  YIORGOS KOUNTOURIS



The 24th International Pharos Chamber Music Festival comprised five chamber concerts performed by some of
the world's leading virtuosos, and culminated at the Pharos Arts Foundation’s open-air venue, the idyllic The
Olive Grove, which featured some of the Festival’s soloists alongside the talented Cyprus Youth Symphony
Orchestra. As always, the Festival maintains a core of musicians who return every year, while also welcoming
guest soloists who visit our island for the very first time, infusing each concert with a fresh and unique
perspective. 





Among the guest artists making their Festival debut was violinist Kristine Balanas, a prize winner at the ARD
Music Competition, praised for her “savage, bold, dramatic playing” and for the striking individuality of her
presence on stage. The Festival also welcomed the return of Daishin Kashimoto, first concertmaster of the Berlin
Philharmonic, and the acclaimed violin virtuoso Svetlin Roussev, First Prize winner of the Sendai International
Music Competition in 2001. Also making their Cyprus debut were two distinguished German cellists, both First
Prize winners of the ARD Music Competition and recipients of the Echo Klassik Award: Danjulo Ishizaka, whose
performances have been hailed as “an exceptional feat of virtuosity, stamina and memory”, and Julian Steckel, a
leading virtuoso praised for his “masterful and authentic” playing, described as “effortless and unhindered by
technical boundaries”. They were joined by double-bassist Niek de Groot, widely recognised for his close
collaboration with composers such as Kurtág, Stockhausen, and Gubaidulina.







The Festival also featured for the first time the pianist Nikita Mndoyants, described as an “excellent pianist as
well as a wise and thoughtful musician”. A First Prize winner of the Cleveland International Piano Competition
and the Paderewski International Piano Competition, he has also achieved distinction as a composer, having
received First Prizes at the Myaskovsky International Competition for Composers and the Prokofiev International
Competition for Composers. He was joined by the Italian pianist Enrico Pace, who, after winning the prestigious
International Franz Liszt Piano Competition in Utrecht in 1989, went on to establish an international career as
one of the most versatile and highly regarded soloists and chamber musicians of his generation, and whose
playing has been praised as “lithe, characterful, and sensitive”. The return of the wonderful British pianist Ashley
Wass was another highlight of the Festival. One of the leading performers of his generation and a regular
presence at the Pharos Festival, he has been described as an “endlessly fascinating artist” and as “possessing
the enviable gift to turn almost anything he plays into pure gold”.



Following her highly successful Cyprus debut two years earlier, the Festival welcomed the return of marimbist
Ria Ideta, whose mastery of the instrument continues to attract international attention. The Festival also marked
the return of clarinettist Paul Meyer, widely recognised as one of the leading figures of his instrument, and of
horn player Radovan Vlatkovic, whose career has played a decisive role in expanding the repertoire and profile
of the French horn. Last but not least, the Festival welcomed the soloists who form the core and backbone of the
event each year: the Artistic Director of the Festival, cellist Alexander Chaushian; violinists Boris Brovtsyn and
Fabiana D’Auria; and violists Diemut Poppen, David Abrahamyan, and Samuel Barsegyan.
































